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Taxonomy is a branch of science that discovers and 
describes living things

There is a serious lack of trained taxonomists and also of 
data and knowledge about marine biodiversity, especially in 
the South Atlantic Bight region

A decline in taxonomists threatens our ability to understand 
our marine biodiversity



The SERTC began operating in 2001 at the Marine Resources 
Research Institute, SCDNR, with funding administered by the 
National Marine Fisheries Service.

The primary goal of the 
SERTC:

 To serve as a focused 
regional taxonomic resource 
for individuals and institutions 
that are interested in the 
biodiversity of the marine and 
estuarine environments of the 
southeastern United States.
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16S alignment synodotea 05-11-05 
 
6_2003_0029_16S  CGCCTAGCTT TATAAATTCT AGGTAGGATC TGCCCAATGA GTACTT-GAA  49   
7_2003_0029_16S  CGCCTAGCTT TATAAATTCT AGGTAGGATC TGCCCAATGA GTACTT-GAA  49   
B_16S            CGCCTAGCTT TATAAATTCT AGGTAGGATC TGCCCAATGA GTACTT-GAA  49   
2_2003_0044_16S  CGCCTAGCTT TATAAATTCT AGGTAGGATC TGCCCAATGA GTACTT-GAA  49   
3_2003_0044_16S  CGCCTAGCTT TATAAATTCT AGGTAGGATC TGCCCAATGA GTACTT-GAA  49   
10_2003_0044_16  CGCCTAGCTT TATAAATTCT AGGTAGGATC TGCCCAATGA GTACTT-GAA  49   
A_16S            CGCCTAGCTT TATAAATTCT AGGTAGGATC TGCCCAATGA GTACTT-GAA  49   
1_2003_0066_16S  CGCCTAGCTT TATAAATTCT AGGTAGGATC TGCCCAATGA GTACTT-GAA  49   
5_2003_0066_16S  CGCCTAGCTT TATAAATTCT AGGTAGGATC TGCCCAATGA GTACTT-GAA  49   
8_NewJersey_16S  CGCCTAGCTT TATAAATTCT AGGTAGGATC TGCCCAATGA GTACTT-GAA  49   
14_2005_0149_16  CGCCTAGCTT TATAAATTCT AGGTAGGATC TGCCCAATGA GTACTT-GAA  49   
14_2005_0149_16  CGCCTAGCTT TATAAATTCT AGGTAGGATC TGCCCAATGA GTACTT-GAA  49   
13_2003_0043_16  CGC-TTAATT TATAATTTTA A-GTAGTATC TGCCCAATGA ATAATTTTAA  48 

SERTC Synidotea study



SERTC image

What does it mean to be a “regional taxonomic resource”?



Charybdis hellerii
(portunid crab)

photos by Pearse Webster



SCDNR clam farm
Folly River, SC

October 13, 1986

Yumm!



daily average number of requests for pages
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