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What are Burmese pythons?

Natural range of
Python molurus

2 subspecies:
P. molurus molurus
P. m. bivittatus

Python molurus

1000 2000 3000 km
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Pythons Removed
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17 May 2006
Everglades National Park
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Python Non-native Range

More than 350 pythons
removed from here in
recent years.
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Potential Python molurus range in the US
based on South Asia
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Python Eats Endangered Woodrat




*preliminary results *

rabbit ( Sylvilagus sp.) (8) Pr'ey items found
rodent ( Sigmodon sp.) (7) e e
squirrel ( Sciurus sp.) (5) lﬂSlde PYThOﬂS

rodent ( Peromyscus sp.) (3)
raccoon ( Procyon lotor ) (3)
opossum ( Didelphis virginiana) (3)

rodent ( Rattus sp.) (2)

rodent ( Oryzomys sp.) (1)

muskrat ( Neofiber sp.) (1)

cat (kitten) ( Felis ? sp.) (1)

pied- billed grebe ( Podilymbus podiceps ) (2)
limpkin ( Aramus guarauna) (1)

house wren (Troglodytes aedon ) (1)

white ibis ( Eudocimus albus ) (1) >
unknown rodent (1)
unknown mammal (1)
unknown bird (7)
unknown item (2)

no food item present (4)

Black-tipped
wing feathers
in stomach
of python

samples examined to date = 54
number of pythons =53



Summed meal mass (kg)

Summed mass of food consumed
To reach a mass of 30 Kg

72 deer mice
30 cotton rats

10 squirrels

15 rabbits

1 opossum :

1 raccoon 4 5ft alligators
15 wrens
5 grebes
8 ibises

6 little blue herons

Body mass (kg)



Exotic Tick on an Exotic Snake

/) Giant Toad Tick ¥
r (Amblyomma rotundatum)
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Snakes Wearing a Wire
Implanting radio tags
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Snakes Under a Plane

- Everglades MP

Tracked Python
Movement

Python 1
Python 3
w—— Python 5




Trap Prototypes




by Michelle Peake, NPS
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IT°S ALIEN VERSUS PREDATOR

IN GLADES CRE

A giant exotic snakes fakal
mistake of trying to swallow an
alligator has provided scientists
with strange new avidente that
pythons are continuing to spread
in the Everglades.

BY CURTIS HORGAN
moegan g-Lafmeiig]

A meeting between two of the Lirg
est and fercest predators in the Ever-
plades — a Burmese python and an
American alligator —ended in a scenae
a5 rare a9 it was biescee,

The 13-foot-snaks and six-fook gator
bath wound up dead, locked so Eriic=
somely it is hard to'make hisads, tails or

‘Body part of either creature.

ATURE CLASH

When the carcasses were found lnst

! c5 N
and hir
3

fured

mal Park, the gator's tail
= protraded from the Tup-
4 python — which had
swallowed it whole

ouch of the m
WAS missing

Y

mportantly, th L
ordinary encounter vides dis-
turbing evidence that giant exotic
snakes, which can top 20 fect in e ngth
and kill by squeezing the life out of
prey, have not only invaded the Ever-

“TURM TO EVERGLADES, 134

ek in an isolated mareh in Ever-

WHeRE WILL You KEEP Youes

DHEN IT GETSTHIS BIg 2
LEASE DO YOUR HOMEWDEYK.

' PEFOLRE Yo BUY |

UPF | ENVIRONMENT

FICHATL RARRON,IVITSLADES M FHIMLL PAgY
WILD DEATH: The carcass.of an alligator protrudes out to the righb from

the curved body of 8 Burmese python in the Everglades,
T ———
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SKip Snow

Wildlife Biologist
Everglades National Park
40001 State Road 9336
Homestead, Florida 33034
(305) 242-7827 voice .
(805)242-7886ifax

SKIPESTTOWI@NESHIY]

Ee)ri Cle)sirfio) ar

Wildlife Technician
Everglades National Park
40001 State Road 9336 :
Homestead, Florida 33034
(305) 242-7889 Vioice i ¢ = A i
(305) 242-7836 fax b s

lori_ oberhofer@nps.gov
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Everglades
Cooperative Invasive Species
Management Area

Big Cypress ¥
National Preserue%

Big Cypress
Seminole Indian
Reservation

Everglades
National Park

Holey Land Wildlife
Management Area

Loxahatchee National
Wildlife Refuge

Miccosukee
Indian Reservation

Rotenberger Wildlife
Management Area

Water Conservation
Areas




How can they survive here?

Generalist in terms of diet, habitat use, and behavior

Lives in some very temperate climates in South Asia

Lays relatively large clutches of eggs (8 to 107)

Long lived, 30 years or more

Able to survive long periods without eating

Invasive elsewhere

Hundreds of animals in the pipeline




ONLY IN THEATRES

08.18.06
www.SnakesOnAPlane.com

ONLY IN THEATRES

08.18.06
www.SnakesOnAPlane.com

(And the next sequel...?)



Pythons in a Park!

(gator vs python in ENP July 2005 - animated)
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How did they.get here?

Bred by the hundreds

Hatchlings sold for as little as $20

A 20" baby can be a 6 foot juvenile.in 1 year

Difficult to give away{(let.alone‘sell).a.6:—12:foot python

Increasingly being abandoned at vets and‘animal,shelters,
or simply turned loose.

Do you really want a snake that may grow more than 20.feet long,
weigh 200 pounds, urinate and defecate like'a-horse, live more
than 30 years, and for whom you will have to provide mice; rats,
and eventually rabbits?
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Pythons on a Meal Plan

(How much wood would a woodchuck chuck if a woodchuck were a python?)




"Python Pete”
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Florida's introduced herps

l Total No. Exotic Herp Species

1863 1900 1920 1940 1960 1980 2000




Python 8

o Observation

7/3/2007

11/13/2006
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Is it fime for a
“Living With Pythons™ brochure?

Visit MyFWC.oom/gatore
for mone Infarmation about alligators.

Nortiwest Region, Panams Ciy
(850) 2059878

Nowth Cantral Ragan, Lidu Chy
(¢} 758-08E

Northeest Ragion, Ocale

undarstanding
thase facta ani u broadar knmwladgs of alligater
‘behuvinr will help engure that humans and

alligutors can sontions to coexiat.
Cull 1.868-FWC-GATON 3-864- 392-4960) Lo repact
‘muisance alligtors.
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Needs and Opportunities

Expand Habitattitude™ (or other preventative
campaigns such as NRIP, etfc., and rigorous implementation)

Predictive Risk Assessments (provide the USFWSs

and State Fish and Game Agencies the info they need to implement
(BPMs) Best Preventative Measures - what to worry about where)

Early Detection/Rapid Response (Fwc, cisma,

some Kind of unified statewide approach and substantial funds?)

Er'CldiCOTiOn Gnd ConTr'Ol R&D (tools and techniques,

traps and lures)
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