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Introduction

The brown tree snake (Boiga irregularis) as an invasive

species which has caused economical, ecological and
human health issues on Guam.

Brown tree snakes have been found in CONUS:
Corpus Christi, TX
McAlester, OK

The U.S. is at risk for BTS establishment



INABIES Gl

Compliment group of Aquatic Nuisance Species Task
Force

Formed to inspire and facilitate communication,
cooperation, and understanding within and between
agencies and organizations and to provide
coordination of efforts between agencies concerning
brown tree snake issues.



Mission

“To prevent the invasion of brown tree snakes into
continental North America through education and
awareness and through rapid response assessments of
potential sightings via a partnership of stakeholders”






What Does NABTSCT Do?
Maintains a coordinating website

Develops educational material that can be
downloaded from website

Conducts rapid response to investigate potential
brown tree snake sightings

Represents NABTSCT at scientific meetings

Provide a forum to share information between
agencies, cooperators, and organizations



Website www.nabtsct.net

» Re-vamp to make more accessible and intuitive for the
public.

Making sure that the site has a natural flow
Easy access to report a BTS sighting

» Addition of the interactive snake ID system.

» Addition of maps to define military bases and port
authorities
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Click Here to Report a Brown Tree Snake Sighting!

The NABTSCT: Working to Keep America BTS Free

The North American Brown Tree Snake Control Team (NABTSCT) is a collaborative effort between federal agencies, state
agencies, and private organizations to prevent the Brown Tree Snake from entering the United States.

Mission Statement
"To prevent the invasion of Brown Tree Snakes into continental North America through education and awareness and
through rapid response assessments of potential sightings via a partnership of stakeholders."

Goal 1. Have NABTSCT grow in individual membership and in participating organizations, especially with state wildlife agencies.
Goal 2. Setup regional network of volunteers who are willing to search for Brown Tree Snakes if sightings occur in North America.
Goal 3. Write news releases about NABTSCT for publication in lay-group magazines.

Goal 4. Advertise the NABTSCT at wildlife and conservation-related professional meetings.
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Interactive Snake ID System

(Questionnaire

Identify snakes in the continental U.S.

7 questions based on morphological characteristics
Size
Body Shape
Head Shape
Pupil Shape
Color

Pattern
Sheen

System gives a score to all answers

“I don’t know” is always an option



Interactive Snake ID System
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The NABTSCT: Working to Keep America BTS Free

Length: 3 feet.

Body Shape: Slender
Head Shape: Round
Pupil Shape: Round
Colors: Green
Pattern: Solid
Sheen: No

(DK mesnz "T don't know™)

Below is a list of snakes sorted by similarity to your description.

Rough Green Snake (Opheodrys aestivis)
Information Page

100% Similarity to your description

Photo Credit: Dr. Glenn Perrigo
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Website Research

Research value/usefulness
Survey subjects

Determine ability to ID a snake using the
questionnaire

Determine ability to identify a Brown Tree Snake
using the questionnaire




Website - New Maps

POTENTIAL PATHWAYS
Commercial Air Traffic
Military Bases (Cargo and Personnel deployments)
Pet Trade Industry
Commercial Cargo (Ports)

ajor Active Duty Air Force Bases




Importance of the South Texas Area
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Shipments from Guam

Delivery City 2007* 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002

Brownsville

Corpus Christi
Portland
Edinburg
Mission
Ingleside
Kingsville
Harlingen
Rockport
Aransas Pass
Weslaco

Elsa

Alice

Robstown

nez ______

HHG shipments from Guam dellvered in HBNT area of responS|b|I|ty through October 2007



Concern 1n Texas

Major Airports (2)
Ports

Houston
Corpus Christi

Military Bases (18)




Education and Prevention

Preventative methods are essential to avoiding the
economic, ecological, and human health issues that

can result from the invasion of non-native species.
(Chornesky and Randall, 2003)

Education
Presentations and talks
Produce educational material

Work with military bases and port authorities and the pet
trade



Pathways

Commercial Air Traffic
Military Cargo

Military Personnel Personal Belongings

Pet Trade Industry

www.nbbd.com

EDTIC REDTILES JUNGLE

mgsnoke com

Ouline .gm 4 997


http://www.kingsnake.com/
http://www.kingsnake.com/

BTS Cards

» Folded card for more informative purposes.

Keep America Free of Brown Tree Snakes Erown Tree Snake Prevention

%‘ Morth America Brown Tree Snake Brown tree snakestﬁ-u' irregularis) are mildl
Control Team [MABTSCT) venomous snakes eEni o invade North E.rrmfin-a.
E wwnw_nabtsct.net : Hative to South Pacific Islands, BTS invaded Guam
] I T Y sometime after World War ll, most likely as a stowaway
T | gl in carﬁ. The size of the population rapidly increased,
g - E\ devastating native species 'ht_c-f ﬁ;l;lzhlic d Endmﬁ:
e ! . ] icious sightings 0 be reporte
E 3 kg ﬂmsc i Brown tree snakes are nocturnal, very
Sponsored by the secretive, and can hide easily. Please refer to the
L5 Flsh and WikdlHe Service identification characteristics on the reverse of this card.
. In collaboration with . TEDOEAAM Keep a look out and call the ALERT number listed below
E L Texas ARM Unlversiy - Kingsvile KLY for any suspicious sightings.

Keep America Free of Brown Tree Snakes

Hovwy to Identify Brown Tree Snakes: ™7
#® Broad head with narrow neck

How to ldentify Brown Tree Snakes:
& Immediataly call 1-877-T86-T26T to report alghfinge to

= thig Morth American Hotline,
#® Long, slender body g = & IT you can, safely contain the enake In a buckst or box.
# Large protruding eyes with e Take cautlon - they are mildly venomous and aggressivel
catdike pupils 3 - # Seek madical attention If bitten. -, hi_w P |
# Color varies, but most are brown - & If snake I8 killad, pressrve tha T "" iy

spacimen by freezing. e
# Rapid Response Team membsers !

. . — will Tollow-up on your call.

o fa vk nalischnet for meore o aned an interactha smake 1D ayalom.

o olive green with a faint banding
pattern. The belly is cream to
salmon in color.
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Heep America Free of Brown Tree Snakes

Brown Tree Snake PREVENTION

Go to www_nabtsct. net for more information
and an interactive snake ID system from the
Morth America Brown Tree Snake Control Team.

What Te De If You See A Brooarm Tree Snake

i immiedately call 1-877-T5E6-T2ET for Eighiings 1o the
Morth American Holling. S
it you can, safely cantaln ihe snake In 3 bucket or Do,
Take caulion! - They are midy venomaus and aggressie!
i S2ek medical attention IT Ditken.

T snake |5 kllled, preserve e specimen by freezing.
@ Rapid Response Team members will folow up on your call.




Getting the Word Out
Regional (Gulf & South Atlantic) ANS Task Force
Panel

Texas Herpetological Meetings
Joint Meeting of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists

SOUTHWEST

P‘“‘g

AMPHIBIAN anpo REPTILE CONSERVATION



http://chelydra.unm.edu/swparc/index.html
http://chelydra.unm.edu/swparc/index.html

Getting the Word Out

Brown Treesnake Technical Working
Group Meeting

Agenda & Abstracts

16, 17 & 18 April 2008

Hawaii Prince Hotel
Honolulu, Hawaii

1

Presentation at the
Brown Treesnake
Working Group Meeting
in Hawaii on April 17,
2008.






Membership Needed

GULF COAST REGIONAL PANEL - ANS TASK FORCE
WESTERN REGIONAL PANEL — ANS TASK FORCE

Z00S

HERPETOLOGICAL ORGANIZATIONS

NGO'’s; EX: THE NATURE CONSERVANCY

WILDLIFE CONTROL ORGANIZATIONS

PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES; EX: THE WILDLIFE SOCIETY

COMMERCIAL AIRLINES

> CONTINENTAL
> NORTHWEST



Thank You

*Texas A&M University Kingsville
*Dr. Scott Henke

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force
*Bob Pitmann
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