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• AR farm gate value:
$167 million

• Second in US
• Economic impact:  
over $1.2 billion





80% of US 
Baitfish 

Production



30,000 acres of golden shiners
3,500 on this farm





1995
• Export to the UK
• Required

– USDA paperwork
– Farm level disease inspections



Summer 2002
East Coast



SVCV



Beleaguered 
Farmers

The
“Feds”





•250 ponds in 2 states
•Millions in expenses and indemnity
•Two + years of quarantine



Arkansas
Connection

?
• Arkansas fish went to                                      

the farm every week
• USDA: “Did Arkansas send the virus?”
• Farm: No, we meet the most rigorous 

international standard as free of SVCV
• Result: No Arkansas problems!



ABOFGAArkansas    
Bait and 
Ornamental 
Fish Growers 
Association
“A farm certification program can 

protect our farms from a fish 
health, economic, and public 

relations disaster!”





Certification 
Program:

Industry Goals
• To prevent fish health and regulatory 

impacts from ANS introductions
• To formally demonstrate                         

the safety of their product
• To make it easier for                        

regulators to allow                    
movements of farm raised baitfish











• True 3rd party certification by a competent 
authority (AR State Dept of Ag)

• On-site inspections
• Voluntary
• Costs paid by farmers 

– 1$/acre/year
– Collection $100/hour
– $1000/yr in lab fees

• Three major claims



1. Freedom From 
Specific Diseases

• Testing to international standards
– Semi-annual farm level inspection
– 150 fish collected by an APHIS 

accredited DVM
– Testing in a lab using APHIS-

approved protocols
– Verification by USDA and State 

Department of Agriculture



2. Freedom from 
Exotic Aquatic 

Species
• Annual inspection for 

listed ANS
• State inspectors view 

records and check ponds



•Spring Viremia of carp
•Infectious Pancreatic Necrosis
•Viral Hemorrhagic Septicemia
•Infectious Hematopoietic Necrosis
•Eurasian Watermilfoil
•Giant Salvinia
•Hydrilla
•Zebra Mussel
•New Zealand Mud Snail
•Red-Rimmed Melana
•Quagga mussels
•Sticklebacks
•Rudd
•Orfe
•Silver carp
•Bighead Carp
•Snakeheads



3. Biosecurity
• Levee ponds and well water



Lake Ontario, NY



Winterkill Lakes, MN and SD



Winterkill Lakes, MN and SD



3. Biosecurity
• Levee ponds and well water



Levee Ponds, AR











3. Biosecurity
• Levee ponds and well water
• Captive broodstock, egg 

disinfection, indoor 
hatcheries





3. Biosecurity
• Levee ponds and well water
• Captive broodstock, egg 

disinfection, indoor 
hatcheries

• Disinfection of people          
and equipment              
entering the farm







• Numbered
• Certification 

statement
• Expiration date
• Detailed load 

description
• Legal warnings
• Watermark
• Copy-evident 

paper





• Stringent
• Internationally 
recognized standards

• True 3rd party 
verification







How do I know that the 
farmers are really following 

program requirements?
–Third Party Oversight

• Ag Dept inspection - On Farm
–Self-protection

• No way to fake disease inspection
• Malfeasance = positive = end of the world
• First AR fish health import reg





VHS Virus
• Exotic, high mortality,    many 

species
• Where is it now?
• Is it still killing fish?
• Where will it go?
• What’s happening with regs?
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