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•At the regional level most 
efforts have been focused on 
terrestrial invasive species 
which have had negative 
effects on agriculture and 
human health
•Consequences of intentional 
or accidental release of 
aquatic organisms in pristine 
continental ecosystems were 
often overlooked
•The CEC, set in motion the 
Trinational Alien Invasive 
Species Project

Importance
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Invasive Species 
as a Trilateral Challenge

Preventing the Introduction and Spread of Aquatic Invasive Species in
North America
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Of North America



North American Quick Risk Assessment Guidelines
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•Trinational consensus was reached to 
select  commercial pathways activities to 
test the Guidelines
•Aquarium Trade  and Live Food were 
selected as  test pathways as they have 
been recognized internationally and locally 
as important pathways of potentially 
invasive fish species
•Canada agreed to perform the RA with 
species of the Snakehead group, while 
Mexico choose to test the Guidelines with 
species from the Loricariid family







Confirmed Presence of
Lion Fish during 2009

(Source: CONANP)





Collecting centers

• Only authorized
institutions

• Unify procedures and
control techniques

• Data quality control
• Final disposal
• No commercial benefit

from captured fishes
• Captures and visual 

detection reported to
Collecting Centers

• Volunteer Monitoring
Ssytem for Early detection
of lion fish





• Cuba
• Bahamas
• Belice









1.- Review, adequate and
develop the present legal 
framework

2.- Develop scientific, technical
and institutional capabilities

3.- Establish the coordination
between and within the
government, institutions and
the society

4.- Foster divulgation, 
eduacation and public
awarness

5.- Generate sound knowledge
for decision taking

Prevent, detect and reduce the
risk of introduction, 
establishment and dispersal of
invasive species

Establish control and 
eradication programs of exotic 
invasive species to minimize or 
eliminate their negative impacts

Inform the society in an 
efficient way, so people can act 
responsibly in the prevention, 
control and eradication of 
invasive species



Mexico just passed an 
invasive species bill
• Deputy Chamber

– 375 votes in favor
– none against 
– 7 abstentions

• Senate
– 71 for
– none against
– 1 abstention





It defines an exotic invasive species and:
 Prohibits the importation of exotic invasive species or 

any other wild species that can carry an exotic invasive 
species 

 Prohibits the release into the wild of exotic invasive 
species 

 Mandates the creation of a list of exotic invasive species 
that has to be reviewed every 3 years 

 Mandates the creation of a regulation on prevention of 
entry of these species, management, control and 
eradication of those exotic invasives which are already 
established in Mexico. 

 Gives the Economy Ministry the power to control transit 
of these species inside Mexico 



A consortium that uses a coordinated network to advance science-based understanding of, 
and effective response to, non-native invasive species in North America.
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