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Indian River Lagoon: 
all organisms attached to live oysters



Laminated 
Guide

Postcard



Aquarium Dumping



Invasive Species Associated 
with Aquarium Dumping

Caulerpa taxifoliaPterois volitans



MACNA Participants: Percent with Good 
Understanding of the Problems with 

Caulerpa taxifolia and Aquarium Dumping

Pre- and Post Conference
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3 Hobbyist Conventions (2008-2010)
Good understanding of problems with aquarium dumping

Do you have Caulerpa/Chaetomorpha in your tanks at home?

Caulerpa
taxifolia

Chaetomorpha
sp.





Outreach Products:
“Alternatives to 

Release” Brochure

Give to a responsible aquarium or pet store.

Freeze Caulerpa for a minimum of 24 hours. 



Identification Keys for Aquarists, 
Inspectors & Enforcers

Species commonly confused 
with Caulerpa

Based on morphological 
characteristics



Animated Video 
and Public Service Announcement

Invited to 12 film festivals (3 awards!)



Children’s Books
Created at Educator’s Workshop 

in Florida Keys
Both independently evaluated by 

scientists & children 



Pre-K Book: Survey Results
(pre-K: n = 37; 2nd grade: n = 51)

1) Did you like the book? 
Pre-K: 100%, 2nd grade: 91%

2) Do you want to read the book again?
Pre-K: 97%, 2nd grade: 77%

3) When someone moves and can’t take care 
of their aquarium tank any longer, what should 
they do? 



When someone moves and can’t take 
care of their aquarium tank any longer, 

what should they do? 
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Alternatives to Aquarium Dumping
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