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Monopterus albus

Asian swamp eels are mo AMERICAN EEL—NATIVE
American native fishes: Ame
and lampreys

Swamp eels are also morphologically similar to two native Pectoral fins present; no gill sits.
salamanders (Siren and Amphiuma spp.), but can be
distinguished by the presence/absence of legs/limbs (front
and hind legs present in Amphiuma, front legs only in
Siren, no legs/limbs in Monopterus).

AMERICAN BROOK LAMPREY—NATIVE

No pectoral fins; gill slits present.

The taxonomy of the genus Monopterus is in need of
systematic review (Collins et al. 2002).

» ASIAN SWAMP EEL—INVASIVE

Size: 100 cm (39 inches)

No pectoral fins; no gill slits.
htFpI//WWW.nj.gov/dep/fgw/aquatic_inv
Swamp eels are generally found in slow moving freshwater "
regions. They are noctural, and will often burrow into soft
sediments or occupy crevices and small spaces (Shafland

et al. 2010).
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taxon: multiple introductions of swamp eels to the southeastern United States.
Conservation Biology 16: 1024-1035.
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Amphipods and dipterans were most often observed in
the stomachs of small and medium sized Asian swamp
eels, with these prey items becoming much less
prevalent in the stomachs of larger eels. In the
stomachs of larger eels, fish, dragonfly nymphs, and
true bugs were more commonly identified. Asian
swamp eels became increasingly piscivorous with size.
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Shafland et al. (2010) found primarily fish (in 56% of stomachs),
crustaceans (32%) (mostly crayfish), and insects (27%). Fish
species included swamp darter (Etheostoma fusiforme), bluefin
killifish (Lucania goodei), eastern mosquitofish (Gambusia
holbrooki), other swamp eels, fat sleeper (Dormitator
maculatus), largemouth bass (Micropterus salmoides), Mayan
cichlid (Cichlasoma urophthalmus), tadpole madtom (Noturus
gyrinus), bluegill (Lepomis macrochirus), jaguar guapote
(Cichlasoma managuense), jewelfish (Hemichromis
bimaculatus), black acara (Cichasoma bimaculatum), and
spotted sunfish (Lepomis punctatus).
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contains abo egegs;

hermaphroditic-- a e as females, and some
of these females later become males; most
populations have highly skewed sex ratio
dominated by females

e Source:

http://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/profiles/fish/f
reshwater/nonnatives/swamp-eel/



tempera swamp eel
ure change,
and thus has t ross a large
portion of the Southe tates (Hamilton 2006).
Agricultural areas, wetlands, muddy ponds, canals,
swamps, and rice fields all provide suitable habitats. By
burrowing in moist ground, the swamp eel can survive
for long periods without water (ISSG 2005; Bricking
2002). They are found typically from 34 2N to 6 @S
(FishBase 2006).

Source:
http://massbay.mit.edu/seafood/asianswampeel.pdf



Monopterus albus
(Asian swamp eel)

Fishes

Exotic to United States

Disclaimer: Number of records does not imply species abundance
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 General Predator (Swamp eel feeding on
LMB)


http://www.aquaticinvasions.net/2011/AI_2011_6_1_Nico_etal.pdf
http://gallery.usgs.gov/videos/101
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http://www.monsterfishkeepers.com/forums/attachment.php?s=ee9fda27b61df40e23b9641d489271f2&attachmentid=581215&d=1296835327
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Map of Chattahoochee River near Chattahoochee Nature
Center, Roswell, Georgia, USA, where exotic Asian swamp
eels exist in ponds and a backwater marsh of the

Chattahoochee River.
From Long & LaFleur 2010
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Understand pop
control project

Gather a panel of experts to inform the plan
Develop a suite of population control measures
Develop an exploit model

Monitor population demographics for response
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