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Agenda

• Invasive Species Enforcement Authority
• Data Collection
• LEMIS
• Wildlife Inspection



Statutory Authority for Invasive 
Species Enforcement

• LACEY ACT
– 18 USC 42-43 Lacey Act Injurious Wildlife and 50 CFR 

Part 16
– Permits are issued only for zoological, educational, 

medical, or scientific purposes

– 16 USC 3371-3378 Lacey Act Wildlife Trafficking
– This section of the Lacey Act prohibits interstate and 

international commerce in wildlife taken, transported, 
or possessed in violation of Federal, State, Tribal or 
foreign law



Data Collection

• The information collected in 50 CFR 13 and 14 
must be approved by OMB

• The Endangered Species Act requires any 
person or company to obtain permission to 
engage in business as an importer/exporter of 
fish and wildlife and as a licensee, to keep 
records of the import/export and subsequent 
disposition of the fish or wildlife



LEMIS

• Law Enforcement Management Information 
System is a Fish and Wildlife Service Law 
Enforcement database that is used to collect 
and store import/export data such as species, 
quantity imported/exported, country of origin, 
etc.   We share this data with various other 
agencies and divisions via FOIA requests.



WILDLIFE INSPECTION STAFFING

• Approximately 140 of Fish and Wildlife Service 
Wildlife Inspectors are located at 18 designated 
ports and 20 other locations (many along either 
the Nation’s northern or southern border

• Are stationed at major international airports, 
ocean ports, and border crossings

• Work the passenger terminals at airports and 
conduct inspections at international mail facilities



Wildlife Inspection

• Wildlife Inspectors review FWS Declarations, 
permits and other paperwork, and conduct 
physical inspections of shipments

• Serve as the Nation’s front-line defense 
against illegal international trade in wildlife 
and wildlife products







SHIPPING CONTAINER OF LIVE MITTEN CRABS



SHIPMENT OF LIVE MITTEN CRABS



SHIPMENT OF LIVE TROPICAL FISH PRIOR TO 
INSPECTION



LIVE TROPICAL FISH SHIPMENT IN AIR CARGO 
WAREHOUSE



COMMERCIAL SHIPMENT OF LIVE TROPICAL FISH



LIVE TROPICAL FISH



TYPICAL SHIPPING METHOD FOR LIVE FISH



SHIPMENT OF LIVE SEAHORSES



TYPICAL PACKAGING FOR LIVE FISH



LIVE CORAL



LIVE FISH INSPECTION



STARFISH



TYPICAL PACKING LIST



TYPICAL LIVE ANIMAL PACKAGING



CLOWN TREE FROG



LIVE BROWN CAIMAN
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