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What is an African Clawed 
Frog?
 Nonnative aquatic 

freshwater frogs from 
sub-Saharan Africa

 Adults grow to ~5 inches
 Easily identified by 

webbing on hind limb 
toes

 On hind limbs, the 
innermost three toes 
have a sharp black claw 

Newportbay.org

www.a2zpetsinfo.com



So….what is the history?

 1964- Miami - Dade
 1996- Hillsborough county
 2010- Brevard County
 2013 –Hillsborough 

County
 2014- Hillsborough County
 2014- Miami-Dade
 2016 Hillsborough County



How did they get here?
 First observed 1964 when 

animal importer released 
200+ unwanted 
specimens into a canal in 
Hialeah

 Other sources of 
introduction remain 
unknown
 Released/escaped pets?
 Released/escaped from 

laboratories?



Why are we concerned?
 Possess characteristics of 

successful invaders
 Easily adapt to many 

habitats and 
conditions including 
disturbed areas

 Very fecund – females 
can lay up to 8,000 
eggs per year

 Invasive in other areas
 Can adversely impact 

native wildlife
 Effective carriers of Bd

– chytrid fungus
 Voracious predators

Wildfacts.com



2016- Hillsborough County
 Two adults removed 

by homeowner in 
Riverview, FL

 Thousands of 
tadpoles in a single 
pond in Kingswood
Mobile Home Park

 Retention pond 
connected to Rice 
Creek via outflow pipe

www.californiaherps.com



2016 Timeline
 6/23 Collection by landowner
 Landowner (Ms. Swilley) reports to USGS
 USGS Informs FWC, UF and other partners
 Early July UF staff surveyed 17 water 
bodies, found tadpoles and froglets in 1 pond, findings 
reported on 7/27
 Between discovery and renovation of pond, UF 

removed approximately 13,000 tadpoles and froglets
 FWC with partners developed a response plan



Week of August 16th
 Localized removal effort in 

Kingswood Mobile Home 
Park
 Constructing drift fence
 Hydrated lime 

renovation
 Assessment of 

surrounding water 
bodies

 Tested ACFs and native 
amphibians for chytrid
fungus

Blogs.discovermagazine.com



Renovation outcomes
 50 lbs of hydrated lime 

added around the barrier
 150 lbs spread in the lake
 Frogs and froglets trying to 

escape euthanized in 
20,000 ppm solution of 
MS222



Informing the public
 Canvassed 

mobile home 
park with public 
information 
sheet

 Prepared talking 
points in case of 
media interest



Follow up

 August 23- No additional found
 August 31- Landowner caught 8 

juvenile ACF
 September 20- UF staff 

returned to find lots of frogs in 
same pond
 November planned follow up



Take home-

 Partnership between agencies and 
researchers crucial to conduct 
EDRR
 Follow up will need to be continual 

until we eradication or control 
goals met



Thank you!

News.nationalgeographic.com
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