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BUT “THE SCIENCE SPEAKS FOR ITSELF!”

“IT IS HUMAN VALUES, MORE THAN SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, 
WHICH CHANGE PUBLIC PERCEPTIONS.  ACCEPTING THIS IS A 
CHALLENGE FOR THOSE SEEKING TO COMMUNICATE CLIMATE

SCIENCE.  TOO OFTEN, THEY ASSUME THAT THE FACTS WILL SPEAK 
FOR THEMSELVES – IGNORING THE RESEARCH THAT REVEALS HOW 
REAL PEOPLE RESPOND.  THAT IS A PRETTY UNSCIENTIFIC WAY OF 

GOING ABOUT SCIENCE COMMUNICATIONS.”  

- ADAM CORNER, RESEARCH DIRECTOR FOR CLIMATE OUTREACH

NEWSCIENTIST



• “PERCEPTIONS OF MANAGERS' TRUSTWORTHINESS, COMMUNICATION WITH 
MANAGERS, AND POSITIVE PERSONAL EXPERIENCES WITH MANAGERS WERE 
RELATED TO POSITIVE ATTITUDES ABOUT MANAGEMENT AND SUPPORT FOR 
EXISTING INITIATIVES, INDICATING THE IMPORTANT ROLE OF TRUST AND 
ENGAGEMENT FOR INVASIVE SPECIES MANAGEMENT.”



BELIEVE GLOBAL WARMING IS HAPPENING



BELIEVE GLOBAL WARMING SHOULD BE TAUGHT TO 
STUDENTS



Believe Citizens Should Do More to Address Global 
Warming



Believe Most Scientists Think Global Warming is 
Happening



Believe Global Warming Will Harm Me Personally



KNOW YOUR AUDIENCE







Homo sapiens 
neurologically wired 
to help solve a 
stated problem!





ABT
A STORY TELLING METHOD



ABT  (AND, BUT, THEREFORE)

• STEP 1: BUT WHAT IS YOUR PROBLEM?

• SINGLE NARRATIVE

• ACTUAL PROBLEM

• NEAR-SHORE BALLAST RELEASES INTRODUCE INVASIVES 

OR

LAWS ALLOW NEAR-SHORE BALLAST RELEASE

• IMPEDIMENTS

• EX.  WHY IS NEAR-SHORE BALLAST RELEASE ALLOWED



ABT  (AND, BUT, THEREFORE)

• STEP 2:  AND - FIX YOUR SET UP

• WHAT - SIMPLE, UNIFYING, INTRODUCTORY, ORDINARY DESCRIPTION

• RELATABLE TO PUBLIC

• UNIVERSAL* AGREEMENT  

• WHY - WHAT’S AT STAKE (A.K.A. WHY SHOULD WE CARE)?

• SPECIFICS MATTER

• WHAT WILL BE LOST!

• EMOTIONAL 



ABT  (AND, BUT, THEREFORE)

• STEP 3:  THEREFORE – CONTRAST CAPTURES ATTENTION

• MAXIMIZE CONTRAST 

• CALM TO EXCITED

• TWO MOVEMENTS (WHAT TO HOW)

• WHAT – THE OVERALL STATEMENT

• HOW – PROCESS THAT CAUSED IT



ASSEMBLING THE STORY

• (ORDINARY WORLD) AND (WHAT’S AT STAKE, MAYBE USE 
IF/THEN STRUCTURE), BUT (WHAT), (HOW), THEREFORE
(WHAT), (HOW)



YEAH, BUT SCIENCE…

• “I MIGHT HAVE TO RECONSIDER MY POSITION [ON 
CLIMATE CHANGE]”

• AND – ACKNOWLEDGEMENT (=RESPECT)

• BUT - RELATABLE ANECDOTES

• THEREFORE – VALID ISSUE





WHO SPEAKS  FOR SCIENCE?
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