™ GEORGIA Jim Page, Jason Mitchell, Brentz McGhin,
e Hunter Smith, and Chad Sexton

WILDLIFE RESOURCES DIVISION

Satilla River Non-Native Catfish Removal:
Strategies and Results

' Department of Natural Resources -
Ap"' 25, 2023 Wildlife Resources Division Jlm Page



P GEORGIA Our Area

WILDLIFE RESOURCES DIVISION

« The Satilla River is a blackwater
system flowing unimpeded for
approx. 225 miles (Fitzgerald —
Atlantic Ocean)

Historically, the river has been
home to one of the best redbreast
sunfish (Lepomis auritus) fisheries
in the southeastern U.S.
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Our Problem

Jog
o

™, .
\-AncefsnF .

4

- ®spartanburg

/ “®Rock Hill
reenvilie L

o

rancis Marion &'Sumter National Forests

-~
\I
II
\ . o
; y Coj@bra '
®athens ‘\\\ '+ SOUTH CARO
N\ Ay
'\..\
_i®0gusta,
: iy
3 3
O '\..
4
‘ORGIA; s
\ .
f
5
vl
'f"Sau-anr!an
JUPSTREAM ¥
& A fi
it LW
e '. i / iy
' 5 Ly ']":,“‘H;‘f i
i e _h;lhr' s
Brunswic BDOWNSTREAM
‘ 8 \aidosta T
-‘\*‘,5 - '.Er'l"‘:' - ': ﬁ“";F’@man{:ma Beach
L : Tz 1]
il i oy Y
RO %y o 5 Koo et )
3 ;‘i-‘i% Data SIO, NOAA, U.Si NAVEHNEASCERED
Pt et Image Landsat! Copérmicus
oy W Gke City . # -
s e 3 "
i

Department of Natural Resources
Wildlife Resources Division

% ®St Aunistine



5 GEORGIA Our Predators:

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

WILDLIFE RESOURCES DIVISION FlatheadcatﬂSh and B|Ue CatﬂSh

Flathead catfish are native to the Gulf Coast
drainages (e.g. Coosa Riverin GA).

Apex predator that can live 20+ years (prefer
deeper waters but can live many places

As full grown adult, they can exceed 100Ibs.
Primarily piscivorous as adults and diet
includes anything that will fit in their mouth,
including endangered species like juvenile
sturgeon.

» Blue catfish are native to the Mississippi River
drainages.

« Largest catfish species in North America
(150Ibs).

« Apex predator that can live 20 years in coastal
and inland waters. They prefer freshwater but
can tolerate moderate salinities (15ppt).

» Opportunistic predator that eats lots of fish and
inverts, including blue crabs and Asian Clam.
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Our Results

1996-2022
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12,020 fish removed from 1996-2006 (11 years)
87,948 fish removed from 2007-2022 (16 years)
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Since 2007 = Averaged 5,706 fish/yr

Wildlife Resources Division



- SEONEIN  Our Results (1996-2022)

WILDLIFE RESOURCES DIVISION

EFFORT and CPUE:

Our goal is to make as many passes each
year through the Hwy 121 — Woodbine
stretch, typically targeting 200 hrs of effort
for the season.

* In 2022, effort was strong through middle
summer until water levels flooded, then
slowed drastically.

« CPUE was down in 2022 (13 fish/hr).
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Avg. Size rose in 2022, as not as many small fish were seen.
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BLUE
CATFISH

Blue Catfish - Annual Totals
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Flathead catfish removal still
working on Satilla River
The

-old project is keeping the voraeious, non-native fish in check.

Natural Resources crews continue to
barme avay at the population.

Based in Waycross, Bonvechio has

project since ts inception in
electro fishing equipment, his
flatheads, the

float to the surface

Jandfil.
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Riding high to
second round
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