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How many black bass species are there?
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Black Bass Micropterus

« Ongoing ichthyological
rearrangement
« Largemouth clade
« Smallmouth clade
» Spotted clade
 Redeye clade

* Native range maps show
southern endemism

Taylor et al. 2019. Fisheries
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Alabama Bass Micropterus henshalli Hubbs & Bailey, 1940
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Credit: Katie Burelle
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» Oiriginally described as Spotted Bass M. punctulatus, elevated to species in 2008
« Southeastern native, Southeastern invasive



Alabama Bass On The Move
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Alabama Bass: Two Paths to Impacts

* Hybridization with Bartram’s Bass, Smallmouth Bass, and other black
bass species (other than Largemouth Bass)

* Direct competition with Largemouth Bass

Alabama x Smallmouth Hybrid
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Path 1: Alabama Bass Introgressive Hybridization
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Introgressive Hybridization with

Bartram’s Bass
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Upper Savannah River Basin

2013 — 2023 random and longitudinal
surveys in tributaries across range
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SAMMONS ET AL.

Path 2 to Impacts

Savannah Basin Reservoirs
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FIGURE3. Annual estimated harvest of Alabama Bass (ALB), Largemouth Bass (LMB), and total black bass (ALL) from two southcastern U.S.
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Path 2 to Impacts

Catawba River — Lake Wylie

Catch Per Hour
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Placards and Posters Being Used to Educate the Public

PROTECT YouR s

PLEASE HARVEST ALABAMA BASS

re
SOurce Competition or mevbveedmu

To minimize the im
Pacts Alabama Bass ma
y have o
Smallmouth Bass, PLEASE HARVEST all Alabama Ba:s.

ALABAMA BASS

Olive-grean on tog, Sghter colored on sides
One tooth pateh on tangue

~ Dally creel imit -~ NONE
Sixe Bmit - NONE

SMALLMOUTH BASS
Brown-bronae in cokor, often with vertical bans
Usualty no 1oath patch on toogue
Daily croel bt - 5
Sive it 14-inch mimimsen,
excopt 2 may be less than
14 inches

abama-bass

ﬂ’?’ ncwildlife.org/al

v

ALLMOUTH BASS FISHERY

DO YOU KNOW THE DIFFERENCE?

Alabama bass (invasive)

Dark blotchy lateral band present from head to tail

13 N4 IS5 16 (7 /18 |

Tooth patch
present on
the tongue

S

Jaw fully closed extends to middle rear of eye

Largemouth bass More continuous lateral band present from head to tail

Generally lacks
tooth patch on
the tongue N
ColaelT W T\ W S
Non-continuous and uneven spots below lateral
Jaw fully closed extends past the eye band if present at all

e Anglers are reminded that the introduction of novel predators can have unforeseen impacts on native or
established ecosystems.

e The introduction of Alabama bass is illegal in Virginia. Alabama bass have been scientifically
shown to out-compete established populations of largemouth bass and hybridize with small-
mouth bass.

x—

VIRGINIA

e Invasive species cause negative ecological and /or economic harm.

e Anglers who suspect they have captured an Alabama bass should take a picture of the fish, clip
off a thumbnail-sized portion of one of the pelvic fins, and store the fin clip dry in an envelope.

The pelvic fins are located on the bottom of the fish, just under the head. They should then either
contact the Department of Wildlife Resources at: fisheries@dwr.virginia.gov or 804-367-1293. CONSERVE. CONNECT. PROTECT.



Takeaways

- Alabama Bass have been increasing their range since the latter 20" century
« Expansion facilitated by the angling public desiring additional options

« Native and naturalized species (e.g., Bartram’s Bass, Smallmouth Bass) can
be extirpated through introgressive hybridization

» High value sport fisheries have been negatively affected by expansion of
Alabama Bass in Georgia, the Carolinas, Tennessee, and Virginia — the
northward range boundary potential is unknown

* Mechanisms of replacement are not known with certainty, but likely involve
competition for available resources

 All natural resource agencies and their stakeholders should be engaged in
public outreach campaigns to discourage the public from moving live animals
around and increasing their distribution outside their native ranges
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ScottM@dnr.sc.gov
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