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The Blue land crab - Cardisoma guanhumi



• “Fiddler crabs on steroids”

Morphology



Sex differences



Life CycleBlue Land Crab life-cycle



Habitat



•Historical reports pulled from museum specimens

•1896—Key West, FL 

•1901—Miami, FL 

•1936—Silver Springs, FL 

•1944—Fort Pierce, FL 

•1963—Brownsville, TX

Blue land crabs in the United States



•Reports pulled from iNaturalist

•2006—Corpus Christi, TX

•2008—Marineland, FL

•2017—Elmer’s Island, LA

•2019—Brandenton, FL

•2021—Galveston, TX

•2021—Perdido Key, FL

•2021—Fernandina Beach, FL

Blue land crabs in the United States



History of blue land crabs in South Carolina



History of blue land crabs in South Carolina

Blue land crab collected in Charleston 1979
Picture from the NC Museum of Natural Sciences

15 reports to SCDNR 
from 1997 - 2021



Blue land crabs in South Carolina now

•Influx of reports summer 
2022

•5 unsolicited reports in 
August 2022 alone

�What is the current distribution in South Carolina? 



Blue land crabs in South Carolina now



Blue land crab reports in Florida

•18 total reports

Blue land crab Other crab No picture



Blue land crab reports in Florida

•18 total reports

•15 confirmed sightings

•Expansion on northern 
range

Blue land crab Other crab No picture



Blue land crab reports in Georgia

•17 total reports

Blue land crab Other crab No picture



Blue land crab reports in Georgia

•17 total reports

•16 confirmed sightings 

•Concentrated around 
Savannah

•One from Augusta!

Blue land crab Other crab No picture



Blue land crab reports in South Carolina

•269 total reports

Blue land crab Other crab No picture



•269 total reports

•151 confirmed 
sightings 

•Hilton Head to 
Myrtle Beach

•Concentrated in 
Charleston area

Blue land crab reports in South Carolina

Blue land crab Other crab No picture



     = Tides Hotel



Blue land crab reports in North Carolina

•93 total reports
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Blue land crab reports in North Carolina

•93 total reports

•21 confirmed 
sightings

•Concentrated 
around Emerald 
Isle

Blue land crab Other crab No picture



Blue land crab reports in Virginia

•10 total reports

•Concentrated around 
Norfolk

•But no confirmed sightings 
yet

Blue land crab Other crab No picture



Locations of observations

Estuaries Roads
Forests

Beach Lawns Indoors



Unconfirmed reports – mistaken identity

Ghost crabs



Fiddler crabs

Unconfirmed reports – mistaken identity



Stone crabs

Unconfirmed reports – mistaken identity



Blue crabs

Unconfirmed reports – mistaken identity



How did they get here?

High concentration of observations in port cities



How did they get here?



What are their physiological tolerances?

Carmella’s Café, downtown Charleston



•Shoreline destabilization?

•Effect on native species? 

•Habitat overlap with species 
of conservation concern?

What are their potential impacts?



But what you all want to know: how do they 
taste?



Summary

•More abundant than we 
realized and seemingly 
established

•Lots still to learn about their 
impacts and how they got here

•Every report helps!

Report sightings here!
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